THE LAST YEARS  OF GEORGES  MANDEL
and Great Britain agreed to recommend to President Bend the transfer
to Germany of all territories with a more than 50 per cent German
population. Mandel and Rcynaud insisted to Bonnet that the Czechs
be left free to accept or reject this proposal, to which Bonnet agreed.71
They wanted it clearly understood that France would live up to her
commitments in the event that Czechoslovakia refused to cede
territory to Germany,
After two days of hesitation, Prague announced that it had been
forced by England and France to accept the plan, whereupon Mandel*
Reynaud and Champetier de Ribes resigned from the government,
because, contrary to the promise given by Bonnet, the Czechs had not
been left free to make their decision. As they did not want to compli-
cate Daladier's position at that moment, they left it up to him to decide
when the resignations should take effect.72 But after Daladier denied
that pressure had been brought to bear on President Benes and said
that he would consider their resignations desertion at a time when the
country was faced by war, they agreed to remain in the government.73
It was later rumoured that if the Czechs had at first hesitated, it was
because Mandel had told Benes to resist and promised to bring about a
cabinet crisis to overthrow the government and have Harriot chosoi
as premier.74 And on the eve of Munich it is reported that Mandel
telephoned to Benes to urge him to resist any violation of his territory,
and told him that if he did, France, Great Britain and Russia would
immediately come to his assistance. "Everyone would follow you and
Germany would be beaten in six months without Mussolini, and in three
months with Mussolini.'*75
After the Munich agreement, Mandel and Reynaud again wanted to
resign.76 Winston Churchill had earlier attempted to dissuade Aem,
"as their sacrifice could not alter the course of events, and would oijy
leave the French Government weakened by the loss of its two most
capable and resolute men1'.77 Now friends persuaded them iK>t to
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